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ABSTRACT 

Examining the flow of students between the credit and 
noncredit programs at the City College of San Francisco (CCSF) , in 
California, this report analyzes the patterns of student enrollment, 
attendance, persistence, and transition between programs from fall 
1984 to fall 1994. Following a brief introduction and a discussion of 
terminology and trends at CCSF over the 10~year period, the report 
provides data on unduplicated enrollment, attendance, and full-time 
equivalent student enrollments in credit and noncredit programs. 

Next, data are presented on the flow of enrolled noncredit students 
to credit programs and vice versa, the persistence of enrolled 
noncredit and credit students into either noncredit or credit 
programs, the flow of students actually attending noncredit programs 
to credit programs and vice versa, and the persistence of students 
attending credit and noncredit programs. Highlighted findings include 
the following: (1) of the 123,000 students enrolling in at least 1 
course during the last 5 years, 23% attended a noncredit program; (2) 
from 1984 to 1994, there was a 54% increase in the number of students 
moving from noncredit to credit programs, despite a 22% decline in 
the number of noncredit students served; and (3) the number of 
students taking advantage of both noncredit and credit offerings 
simultaneously increased 20% over the period. (TGI) 
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established to review the Master Plan for Higher Education The resulting report led to further study in the California 
legislature, resulting in reform legislation. These sweeping reforms changed the financial, governance and staffing structure 
of the community colleges, as well as reaffirmed the broad nature of the mission of this segment of higher education. 

During this time, all credit and noncredit courses were reviewed under new Title V regulations. As a result of this study, 
many courses at CCSF were converted from noncredit to credit, accounting for some of the increase in the size of the credit 
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As can be seen from this chart, total college enrollment peaked in the spring and fall 1991 semesters. This was the 
beginning of a period of programmatic reorganization at CCSF with courses in the noncredit program just starting to convert 
to credit. Credit enrollment peaked during the fall 1991 and the spring 1992 semesters, immediately following the 
completion and implementation of most course conversions from noncredit to credit. As expected, noncredit peaked from the 



spring of 1 989 to the spring of 1 991 before these 
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Table 2 

Enrollment Index of City College of San Francisco 
Fall 1984 = 100 
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declined by 10%, the number attending credit and noncredit programs simultaneously has increased 6%. If fall semester of 
1994 is excluded, the percent increase is 25%, while the overall drop in the number of students attending is 3%. 

These statistics indicate that course conversion and integration of noncredit and credit into departments by disciplines 
have indeed broken down institutional barriers and that students aie oetter accessing both credit and noncredit programs 
according to their educational needs. 
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Tables 16 and 1 7 present a summary of the flow of noncredit students over the following two semesters. Here the 
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The actual percentage of of credit students flowing to noncredit has increased. This is because the size of the noncredit 
program has decreased faster than the drop in the number of students moving from credit to noncredit. This cohort now 
accounts for almost 5% of the total noncredit enrollment. 




CD 

"O 



CO 



*o 

CD 

k— 

cd 

c 

o 



CD 

CD 

CD 

Q_ 



CD 



CD 

c 

o 



04 

OJ 

o> 

_o 

o 



-O 

CD 



tOf 



3 



SI 



o 

i_i 

o 



CD 

"O 



on 



"O 

CD 



O 

c 



-o 

CD 

CD 

c 

o 



CD 

CD 

CD 

Q_ 



§ 



ON C= C= 

cn cn 
On on 



°o o on 

ON ON ID 



to ON ON 
r-S fO in 



— *«r oo 
r~~i in 



i — ON CTJ 

i*n »n *cr' 



to to 

ro ON ^r 



r-. * r_ . 

CN CN o 



CO rq rq 
ON ON •'O 



od *n v 

ON ON 



O q CN 
ON ON NT 



in to 
ON ON NT 



tO ON - 
ON ON ' 



O*., ON cn 

ON ON fO 



r*. oq nt 

ON CN Nf" 



o- to fO 

ON ON NT 



oo to in 

ON ON -rr 



to cn nt 

ON ON 



cn to to 

ON ON "'T 



w i/i > 

I go 

l* & £ 



•o m 

S Is 

P c O 

Q. ® © % 

E ~ 2 ® o 

O *- 
•O -o 
o £ 

<D w 

O. 0) 

<0 g 

CO c 

c 

c A) 

0 a) 

to ^ 

2 o 
a. j- 
2 5 

2 a> 

« E 
a> 0 
>% co 



£ 2 sz 

5= £ ® 

r- 3 
£ . O 

^ >P H 

±* 

$8 © 

« O 2 

o •» 0) 

g£ 8 

i 

F E to 

2 ^ 2 
TJ «= 
0 0> 
CO jr 
CO & 



0 n 
~ 2 

s| 

0 0 
r~ «*-» 
fc CO 

0 2 

§ & 

c o 

® TK 

1 I 

9 ® 

c ® 
® £ 
c c 

"B 8 

o> a> 
£ & 

I- 

|i 

0 © 

£ 8 

1 § 

0 f: 

jc ^ 

§§ 

.b <d 

.£ *o 

E > 
(0 0 

X *> 

0 (0 

C 2 

.2 c 
0 0 
3 T 3 

a 2 

C CO 

8 2 

- S 
£ 
© 
CO 



<0 

t_ 

iB 

0 

0 

E 

8 

c 



o 

4>4 



g 5 £ 



^ t DC 

8 $s 



CD 

C 

I 

a. 



cl 

CO 



§ 

£ 8 
© c 
© © 

-C to 

If & 

© 

c • 

© TJ 

1 8 I 

S.S c 

o 

© w 

PI 

Is s 

•£S £ 

® o g 

TO ^ 

H 2 = 

O **- TO 

f il 
© 2 « 
c « o 

S 2 8 

■5 2. c 

o 0 0 & 
0 2 «c © 
£ © c E 
ss E 2 2 

g »- 3 -S 

o? S 8 

U — (J) 

iJ 0 <D 0 
0 CL.C m 

S.S“-I 

S f.S 6 

S r « t 
© 2 o 8 



3 

3 

3 

3 



T D 
CD 

CD 

C 

o 



-O 

CD 



CD 

O 



rO 

OsJ 

CD 

-O 

O 




CO 

c 

CD 

*o 



DO 



“O 

CD 



O 

C 



3 

3 



3 

3 



3 



3 



S3 




C5 

00 



O 

O 



fS 

r~- 



s? 

On 

On 

On 



NT 



un — 




00 



R 



OO 

Cr> 

tr» 



►o 

to 

to 

cn 




r— 



to 

to 

ON 



^ - in 




00 

C^D 



a> — 



t* 



E 



Table 24 

Percent of Noncredit Enrolled Students . Who Flow from Credit to Noncredit or Credit as a Percent of all Enrolled Students 
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Table 26 

Percent of Noncredit and Credit Enrolled Students Who Flow from 
Credit and Noncredit to Credit and Noncredit as a Percent of all Enrolled Students 
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As with the credit student enrollers the level of student flow from credit to noncredit has declined for credit student 
attenders. There has been a 10% drop in the rate at which credit students attend noncredit programs within one semester 
after completing a credit course in the iast decade. In 198< 5.1% of the credit student attenders took a noncredit course the 
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Unlike the noncredit attenders where the flow of all noncredit throughout the institution hid the more subtle patterns, the 
level of change among the credit attenders is not hidden by the summary Table 32. The level of first semester persisters 
Lmong credit student attenders in both the credit and noncredit programs increased in the last decade from 59% to 68%, a 
change of 15%. For first and second semester persisters the level changed from 70% to 73%, a change of 5% in the last 
decade. 



Table 32 

Student Attenders Flow from Credit to Credit and Noncredit 
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Francisco have been reduced and that student needs are being better met. 

Nevertheless, areas of concern have surfaced. The ratio between the number of students who actually attend and 
complete a course in credit to the number who enroll has actually declined in the last ten years. This is worthy of further study 
to explain the causes of this decline. 

Decline in enrollment also bears watching. Most of this decline is due to planned course conversion and reduction in 
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